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Common name: Podustva (Cro, B&H), Neretvan
nase (E). Conservation status: Vulnerable, IUCN
International Red List (Crivelli 2005), endangered in
Croatia (Mrakovčić et al. 2006), no data for Bosnia-
Herzegovina. Identification: D III/7–10(8): A III/9:
V 11: P 15–16: C 19; Ll. scales (48)52–54(58),
gillrakers 20–28, pharyngeal teeth 6–6, vertebrae 40–
45 (N=287, TL=11.0–26.7 cm, Neretva River, B&H).
Body cylindrical, elongate; back dark greyish, side
and abdomen silvery-white to slightly rosy; snout
rounded; mouth subterminal with characteristic thin

horny layer on the lower lip; fins reddish (Vuković
1977). Males reach 20.0–25.0 cm, females 29 cm
(Glamuzina et al. 2007). Drawing by P. Tutman based
on Vuković (1977). Distribution: Endemic to the
middle and lower Neretva River basins in Bosnia-
Herzegovina and Croatia (Mrakovčić et al. 2006). The
population from the Zadar area (Elvira 1987),
probably has disappeared (Mrakovčić et al. 1995).
Abundance: Previously abundant, but recently the
populations have declined (Glamuzina et al. 2007).
Habitat and ecology: Rheophilic, prefers habitats with
medium fast flow and relatively cool water (15–17°C),
also in water bodies of the low plains with slow current
(Mrakovčić et al. 2006). Reproduction: Breeding from
January to April; spawning migrations in large schools
in the Hutovo Blato wetland (Glamuzina et al. 2007).
Threats: Loss of environmental quality by hydrological
changes in Neretva River regime. Low flow of the
springs and the water capacity lowering in the Hutovo
Blato wetland leads to decreased spawning success. Pest
species such as Lepomis gibbosus and Gymnocephalus
cernuus cause decreasing populations (Glamuzina et al.
2007). Conservation actions: No conservation actions
implemented. The Hutovo Blato wetland was declared
a natural park in 1995, and a Ramsar Site in 2001.
Conservation recommendations: Improved water
management in the Hutovo Blato wetland; habitat
protection, especially cleaning of all streams and
springs used for spawning, and pest species eradication
are strongly recommended.
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